Why The Warthog Walks on His Knees 


Kwasuka sukela. . . ("Once Upon a Time. . .") 


Warthog was very proud of his home, which he made in an old termite mound. He 
worked and worked on his house until it was perfect. When he went to the watering hole, 
he would brag to Giraffe and Gazelle and anyone who would listen about how his home 
was the best in the entire world. He was particularly proud of the entrance to his house, 
which he dug out to be very wide 
and grand. 

One day, Warthog saw Lion 
coming towards his home and 
panicked. "Because I made my 
entrance so big and grand, Lion 
will have no problem following 
me in," he cried. Lion will eat 
me in my own home!" 

Warthog had to act quickly. He 

remembered one of Jackal's old 

tricks. He ran to the roof at the outside of his house and pretended to hold it up. "Help!" 

cried the Warthog, "I am being crushed! Run Lion, before the roof falls." 



But what Warthog didn't know was that the wise Lion had seen this trick before. Lion 
was mad that the Warthog had tried to trick him. He roared so loudly that the Warthog 
fell to his knees. He begged Lion for mercy, and Lion decided that as his punishment, 
Warthog should stay that way. "Stay on your knees," the mighty Lion roared. "Or else I'll 
come back and eat you." 


And that is why to this day, you see the Warthog feeding on his knees with his bottom in 
the air and his snout in the dirt. 


